Document: Washington Hall Affidavit, November 4, 1851

The 1851 Lower Chinook Treaty negotiated with Anson Dart promised that the settler and land speculator, Washington Hall, would be removed. Hall, who had
moved onto the principal summer settlement of the Chinook people at the salmon fishing grounds east of what is now (2011) Fort Columbia, had begun to sell
property before Indian title was extinguished. He also fenced off the fresh water access and sold whiskey.

Acrticle 2 of the treaty included the following statement; “The said Lower Band of Chinook Indians reserve the privilege to occupy the ground they now
occupy . . . No white man shall interfere with their rights, and it is hereby agreed that a white man by the name of Washington Hall shall be removed from the land
above ceded. The reservations in this article shall continue during the lives of the Indians who sign this treaty.” The treaty was never ratified and Hall continued to
sell plots of Chinook land. The affidavit that follows was sworn in November 1851, four months after the treaty was signed on August 9, 1851.
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