
Treaty Made and Concluded at Tansey Point near Clatstop Plains, 9 August 1851 between  

Anson Dart, Sup.Ind. Affairs & Others, on the part of the U.S. and the Wheelappa Band of the Chinook Tribe of Indians 

 

This treaty with the Wheelappa Band of the Chinook Tribe of Indians was one of 13 agreements made with tribes of 

western Oregon Country in August 1851. The treaty ceded land bounded on the north by the Chehalis, on the east by the 

Cowlitz, on the south by the Wahkiakum and Lower Chinook, and on the west by the ocean and Shoalwater (Willapa) Bay. 

Article 2 identified the “express understanding that the land shall be reserved for the exclusive use of the Chinook tribes or 

bands and the Cheehales tribe of Indians,” if only they gave up their rights and moved to the lands identified in the treaty. In 

return, the United States agreed to provide an Indian agency, a manual labor school, blacksmith shop, farming establishment 

and other services at “some point on the lands ceded above, provided the abovementioned Indians consent to congregate 

upon said lands and „give up their reserved rights,‟ as named in article two of this treaty” within a year of ratification by the 

U.S. President and Senate. Based on this agreement, many Chinook and Chehalis people moved to Bay Center, 

Washington and awaited treaty ratification, while expecting a reservation, payment, and the services promised by the 

government. No payment or services arrived until 1912, when the Indian Claims Commission authorized $5,000 for the 

Willapa as part of an 1899 legal suit. Meanwhile, many of the Willapa‟s descendants remain in the Bay Center and South 

Bend area of Washington State. The Willapa were politically connected and intermarried long before they joined together 

under a constitution with four other Chinook tribes in 1951 -- to seek recognition and treaty reserved tribal rights as part of 

the Chinook Indian Nation. Treaty images donated and used by permission of Records of the U.S. Senate, RG 46, National 

Archives, Washington, D.C., SEN 32B--C4_007_MA & 008_MA. Available at ccrh.org.  

 

 



 



 

 
 

 



 


